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Home-Start Corby
Trips & Outings Policy and Procedure
Policy Statement

Home-Start is a voluntary organisation committed to promoting the welfare of families with

young children. Subsidised trips and outings for families are seen as an important and fun
activity available to all referred families offering an opportunity to do things that would not
normally be available to the family due to financial reasons, geographic location or transport
restrictions. Home-Start will ensure that trips and outings are carried out in a safe, fair and
equitable way for all supported families.

Funding
Trips, outings and other special events are not normally funded from core funding since they do not form part of our core family support. The cost of trips and outings is usually covered by donations, fundraising activities or funding applications. Bookings for coaches and tickets cannot normally be confirmed until funding has been secured or otherwise agreed by the treasurer.

Costs to families
In order to allow all families to attend these events costs to families are kept to a minimum, subject to adequate funding. It is however felt to be important that families make a financial contribution to the cost of trips in order to secure their attendance on the day.

Numbers on trip
These will normally be limited by funding or places booked and available. In the event of over-subscription to a trip with fixed numbers, priority will be given to the immediate family members of supported families. Places for extended family members or friends can only be confirmed after the closing date for bookings if spaces are available. All bookings will be taken in order of receipt in the office.

Pre-trip information
Information by way of newsletters and/or invitations booking forms should be sent or given to all supported families during the same week. Newsletters will have clear deadlines for booking dates and information regarding payment. Full payment is usually required to secure places. On booking, an up to date telephone number and transport arrangements will be taken.
Assessing Potential Risks
Regular and systematic inspections and risk assessments of all potential hazardous will be made by and logged, or under the authority of, the Trustees and senior worker who will take into account all the relevant regulations and codes of practice. 

Specialist advice will be obtained if necessary and the risk assessment will be reviewed periodically. The significant findings will be recorded and appropriate preventative and/or protective measures taken as necessary.

Equipment taken on trips
Parents are normally responsible for bringing their own pushchairs and other necessary equipment for the trip. In addition the organiser on each coach will take a mobile phone, small first aid kit, bucket, gloves, kitchen roll, newspaper, carrier bags and a rubbish bag.
Car /Coach/Mini Bus seat belts 
We will ensure that the travel arrangements are safe for families, in particular the arrangements for transporting children and babies, by completing a risk assessment and actioning as required to comply with the law and limit identified potential risks. 
NB, the legislation governing child seat belts changed on the 1st March 2017. (Legislation is attached – Appendix 1). Risk assessments and procedures need to reflect these changes.’.
Set off points
Families will be told in writing in advance where the coaches are to set off from and the time they are to be ready at the collection point. Coaches normally leave a maximum of 10-15 minutes after the time families are requested to be ready. If possible, families that have booked but have not arrived by the ready time will be contacted by the organiser to establish where they are. Coaches will not normally wait for absent families unless specifically agreed at the time. Families are allowed to make substitutions to the people within their party but must ensure the organisers have a correct record of all those present for the trip and that suitable car seats are provided where necessary.

On the journey
Families must ensure that children remain seated and strapped in during the coach journey. The organiser will make a final head count of everybody on the coach. 

During the journey families will be given instructions for contacting the organiser during the day in the case of emergencies. They will also be told when and where to meet for the return journey. Where possible the organiser will take families’ mobile phone numbers for emergency contact only.

Arrival at destination and leaving coach
Families will normally leave the coach with all their belongings required for the day. All passengers will ensure that the coaches are left clean and tidy for the return journey.

During the day/at the event
Parents are responsible for their own children during the day/event. If there are problems for the family during the day they will have mobile telephone numbers to contact the organisers.

Return journey
Coaches will normally be open for families to return to half an hour before the expected departure time. Families are expected to return promptly to the coaches for the return journey. Coaches will not always be able to wait for families who are late arriving at the coach. The organiser will attempt to contact late returners for 15 minutes after the agreed departure time. Families not returning to the coach by the agreed departure time cannot be guaranteed a return journey. 

Parents should again make sure that all children are seated and strapped in during the return journey.

Leaving the coach
All passengers should ensure that the coach is left clean and tidy following their return journey. Efforts will be made to ensure that coaches return to the drop-off point on time, and if families require dropping off at a point en route this will be done if dropping off can be done conveniently and safely for the passengers and the coach.
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Appendix 1

11/26/2019 Child car seats: the law - GOV.UK

i GOV.UK

1. Home (https:/iwww.gov.uk/)
2, Driving and transport (https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving)

3. The Highway Code, road safety and vehicle rules (https://mww.gov.uk/browse/driving/highway-code-road-
safety)

Child car seats: the law

Contents

+ Using a child car seat or booster seat
« When a child can travel without a car seat (https:/www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/when-a-child-can-travel-
without-a-car-seat)

Using a child car seat or booster seat

Children must normally use a child car seat (https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/when-a-child-can-travel-
without-a-car-seat) until they're 12 years old or 135 centimetres tall, whichever comes first.

Children over 12 or more than 135cm tall must wear a seat belt (https://www.gov.uk/seat-belts-law).

You can choose a child car seat based on your child’s height or weight.

Height-based seats

Height-based seats are known as 'i-Size' seats. They must be rear-facing until your child is over 15 months
old. Your child can use a forward-facing child car seat when they're over 15 months old.

You must check the seat to make sure it's suitable for the height of your child.

Only EU-approved height-based child car seats can be used in the UK. These have a label showing a
capital 'E’ in a circle and ‘R129'.

Weight-based seats
The seat your child can use (and the way they must be restrained in it) depends on their weight.

Only EU-approved weight-based child car seats can be used in the UK. These have a label showing a
capital ‘E’ in a circle and ‘ECE R44'.

You may be able to choose from more than one type of seat in the group for your child's weight.

Child’s
. Group Seats
weight
hitps:/fwww.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules 113
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11/26/2019 Child car seats: the law - GOV.UK

Related content

+ Seat belts: the law (https://www.gov.uk/seat-belts-law)

+ New child car seat rules: no change for existing booster seats (https:/www.gov.uk/government/news/new-
child-car-seat-rules-no-change-for-existing-booster-seats)

Explore the topic

+ The Highway Code, road safety and vehicle rules {https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving/highway-code-road-
safety)

33
hitps:/iwww.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules
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11/26/2019 Other Vehicles (Buses, Coaches and Minibuses) | Child Car Seats

Child Car Seats

Other Vehicles (Buses, Coaches and Minibuses)

Buses

Buses that are designed for urban use with standing passengers are not required to have seat belts. Other
types of buses that were made after 1 October 2001 must be fitted with three point seat belts or retractable
lap belt in all forward and rearward facing seats.

Coaches

Coaches made or first used after 1 October 2001 are fitted with three point seat belts or retractable lap belt in
all forward and rearward facing seats.

Passengers over the age of 14 years must wear a seat belt in coaches. They must be notified of the
requirement to wear a seat belt (this is usually by a notice on the vehicle, an announcement or a film). Each
passenger is legally responsible for wearing their seat belt.

The law does not yet require passengers under 14 years old to wear a seat belt. However, all passengers are
strongly advised to wear seat belts or the correct child seat on all journeys.

Minibuses

A minibus has more than 8 seats in addition to the driver's seat, and a maximum laden weight not exceeding
3.5 tonnes.

Children under 3 years

Children under 3 are not permitted to travel in the front without an appropriate child restraint. In the rear
seats children under 3 may travel unrestrained, although this in not recommended.

Children aged 3 to 11 years (inclusive) and shorter than 135 centimetres

All children must travel in rear seats (any seats behind the driver) if a child car seat or an adult seat belt isn’t
fitted. Children from their 3rd birthday up to 135 centimetres in height or their 12 birthday (whichever is
reached first) must travel wearing an adult seatbelt, if an appropriate child restraint is not available. They
must use a child car seat if an appropriate one is fitted in the minibus.

Child Restraints on buses, minibuses and coaches
Operators are not required to provide child seats because it is not practical for them to carry a range of

different child seats on their vehicles. However, they may allow parents or others to supply their own child
car seat for a use on a minibus journey.

https://www.childcarseats.org.uk/the-law/other-vehicles-buses-coaches-and-minibuses/
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11 .6/2019 Child Seat Law | Booster Seat Regulations | Halfords

Home Kids Zone Expert Advice Booster Seat Legislation

Help & Advice

E.g.: how do | fit

RELATED PRODUCTS

Booster Seat Legislation FALARED ARTELRY

Take a look at our guide to find out more about booster seat legislation.

Everything you need to know about booster seats

Whatever stage your little one is at, you always want to make sure they're safe when you're on the move.
You're probably well aware of laws around the safety standards of car seats and booster seats but we know it
can be a bit of a minefield. We've combed through all the rules and regulations to give you the information

vou need to help you buy the best booster seat for your little one.

What is a booster seat?

Booster seats can be simple, backless seats to help position your child te fit into the car's seatbelt. There are
also high back booster seats, which offer padded protection for a child's head and neck. Since 2017,
guidelines on how long children should stay in high back booster seats have changed following safety
concerns of backless models. It's now recommended that children stay in high back booster seats from 15kg

and all the way up to the maximum 36kg (or 135cm) wherever possible. Backless booster seats are an

https://www.halfords.com/advice/kids-zone/expert-advice/booster-seat-legislation
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What is the law?

Car seat law says all children should be in a car seat until they are 135cm in height or 12 years old,
whichever comes first. Height-based seats are known as '=Size’ seats. The car seat backward law says that car
seats must be rear-facing until your child is over 15 months old. Your child can use a forward-facing child car

seat when they're over 15 months old.

Since 2017, any newly manufactured booster cushions are only approved for children who fall into Group 3
(from 22kg. approx. 9 years old and/or 125cm). Existing booster cushions are still perfectly legal for children
weighing | 5kg and over, it's only new models manufactured since the new legislation came in that will be

restricted to slightly older children.

In short, you can feel reassured of car seat laws and the high safety standards placed on booster seats, As long
as you stick to the weight guide of your chosen car seat and buy from a reputable retailer, you can be sure
that the model will have been tested appropriately with child safety ratings and will be approved for safe use

for as long as recommended. Now, there's one less thing to worry about!

how
to fit your car
seat & check

you can fit it
correctly too.
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Trips & Outings

RE: Advice

Yahoo/Inbox

Suzanne Parfitt <sparfitt@home-start.org.uk>
To:Home-Start Corby

28 Nov at 11:33

Hi Lynn
We don’t issue any specific guidance, however we would suggest following the government advice.
You can find it here on GOV.UK https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules and information

specifically about travelling by coach is here: https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules/when-a-
child-can-travel-without-a-car-seat

There is some advice on the ROSPA website - https://www.childcarseats.org.uk/carrving-other-
peoples-children/other-vehicles/

I hope this helps.

Best regards,

Suzanne

Suzanne Parfitt, Internal Communications Officer
Home-Start UK

The Crescent

King Street

Leicester LE1 6RX

T 0116 464 5490

E sparfitt@home-start.org.uk

W www.home-start.org.uk

Charity Registration no. 1108837
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